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Academic Frontier Sub-project 1: Develop-
ing ‘International Japanese Studies’ as
Research on an ’Other’ Culture

International Japanese Studies Sym-
posium: ‘Body and Embodiment’

Date Sunday, 1 November - Tuesday, 3 Novem-
ber 2009

Venue Centre Europeen D’Etudes Japonaises
D’Alsace (Kientzheim, France)

Sponsors Hosei University Research Center for
International Japanese Studies, French
National Centre for Scientific Research
(UMRS8155), Strasbourg University
Japanese Faculty, Centre Europeen
D’Etudes Japonaises D’Alsace

This symposium consisted of 16 presentations by
eight particpants from Japan and eight participants from
Europe. We discussed the Japanese view of the body from
ancient times to the present day, and not just within the
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so-called high culture of religion, ethics, literature, art and
drama, but also within sub-cultures such as Manga and
pornographic images. Furthermore, reflections of the
body view were sought not merely in defined aspects of
society such as medicine and education, but also in every-
day language and physical behaviour etc.: in other words,
the basic structure of society itself. Investigations started
out from these areas, and returned to the following funda-
mental issues concerning the Japanese view of the body.
There is a tendency to consider the body as having some
sentimental and human relatedness or even sacredness,
and in that respect it opposes the Western view of the
body which aims to draw a sharp line between mind and
body. However with the age of modernization, the West-
ern view of the body was accepted without much difficulty,
and yet the traditional view of the body was never aban-
doned. What might be called the flexible structure of the
Japanese view of the body was thus brought out through
this symposium.

Report by ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University Re-
search Center for International Japanese Studies;
Professor, Faculty of Letters)
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