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Selection by the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports Science and Technology as “Strategic Research
Base Development (Grant-aided) Project for Private
Universities” (2010)

Research topic: Re-examining Japan-
consciousness’ based on Methods

of International Japanese Studies:
Japan-consciousness’ in the Past,
Present and Future

This research project aims at a reconstruction of
‘Japan-consciousness’ which is currently experiencing
the monumental effects of globalization. As this cannot
mean a restoration of closed nationalism, what might new
‘Japan-consciousness’ actually be? Using methods from
International Japanese Studies, and while reflecting on
the past and highlighting the “other”, this question will be
investigated during a 5-year project (2010-14).

This research project will be carried out through the
4 Approaches below.

Approach 1 “Changes in ‘Japan-consciousness’: from
Ancient to Early Modern Eras”. Using methods of

Japanese literature and history, terms for “Japan” will be
sought in literary documents.

Approach 2 “Establishment of Modern ‘Japan-
consciousness’: Issues of Folklore Studies and
Ethnology”. The relationship between modern-
era folklore studies, ethnology and “Japan-
Consciousness” will be examined.

Approach 3 “Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’: in
East Asia”. Within the framework of East Asia, the
possibilities for Japanese culture in the present day
will be sought using theories of comparative culture.

Approach 4 “Triangulation of ‘Japan-consciousness’:
into the Future”. Results gained from the preceding
3 Approaches will be combined by considering them
in interdisciplinary and international ways from the
angle of meta-physics.

Differing in their methods and actual topics, the 4
Approaches will compete and cooperate along the way
towards the main objective of fully understanding the new
“Japan-consciousness”.

Report by: ABIKO Shin (Director and Professor, Hosei
University Research Center for International
Japanese Studies, Faculty of Letters)
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Selection by the Japanese Ministry of Education, such cooperative research so that Japanese research
Culture, Sports Science and Technology as “Japanese continues to be exhibited on a worldwide scale. The
Research Promotion Project based on International research program, ‘Complete Survey of Japanese Buddhist
Cooperation” (2010) Art Material housed in European Museums and its Use in
Research tOpiC: Com D lete Surv. ey Of Research of J.apan and the European VieW Japan’ (Research

. . representative, Professor Josef Kreiner, 3-year plan
Japanese Buddhist Art Material housed 2010-12), submitted by the Center, has been selected for this
in European Museums and its Use in project. Research focuses on the museums and art galleries

of Europe which hold collections of Japanese Buddhist art-

Research ofJapan and the Japanese related material (Buddhist statues, Buddhist paintings,

View utensils used in worship, o-fuda/charms etc.), and involves
overall surveys and analysis of material in cooperation with
This new project of the Japanese Ministry of ENJAC (European Network of Japanese Art Collections)
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology and Zurich University. The consolidated data from this
starting in 2010 promotes international cooperative research research will be made available worldwide, while at Hosei
utilizing cultural resources abroad that are related to Japan. University it will be analyzed academically and used to
It aims to uncover new findings in Japanese research, and examine the European view towards Japanese culture, in
furthermore create strong international networks through other words, “Japan seen from outside”.
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Joint discussion: ABIKO Shin (Director and
Project “Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based Professor, Hosei University Research Center
on Methods of International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan- for International Japanese Studies, Faculty of
consciousness’ in the Past, Present and Future” letters)

Research Approach 3 Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness” in

East Asia (4th East Asian Culture Research Meeting of 2010) With research and realization of multi-cultural co-

existence and ‘other’-cultural understanding in Dalian as

International Symposium reference point, reports were given and a joint discussion
“The Front Line in Japan Research: was held titled “Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’:
Research and Realization of Multi- Dalian 25 Bxample”. The symposium had the following 3
cultural Co-existence and ‘Other’- 1. It educated in ways transcending culture and genre,
cultural Understanding in Dalian® and a wide view was vital for intellectual advancement.
2. It emphasized real-life significance through research

Sponsor: Hosei University Research Center for International reports based on not just literary material, but also on

Japanese Studies, Institute of International fieldwork examination.

Japanese Studies 3. It proposed methods that provided clues for future
Support: Jinmin Nippo Foreign Edition, Nicchu research and exchange.

Shimbunsha 4. Research and exchange are usually considered different
Date: Tuesday, 27 July 2010, 10:00-18:30 fields, but here discussion developed through their
Location: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade connectivity.

Tower 25F Conference Room B 5. It anticipated progress in research and exchange in
Coordinator/Overall Chair: WANG Min (Professor, Hosei Asia, especially in Japanese studies through joint

University Research Center for International China-Japan research.

Japanese Studies) This symposium was particularly significant in
Chair: ~ Morning session: HISHIDA Masaharu (Professor, developing constructive discussion on how to make the

Hosei University Faculty of Law) results of research play a role in actual exchange.

Afternoon session: TAKAYANAGI Toshio

(Professor, Hosei University Faculty of Report by: WANG Min (Professor, Hosei University

Intercultural Communication) Research Center for International Japanese Studies)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) “Before the Meiji period there was no consciousness
Project “Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based of ‘country/nation’; the only consciousness was of ‘country
on Methods of International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan- as feudal lord’s domain’”, or “The concept of ‘nation state’
consciousness’ in the Past, Present and Future” is a modern fabrication™: these simple arguments have
Research Approach 1 “Changes in ‘Japan-consciousness’: been built upon a fallacy. The main objective of the report
from Ancient to Early Modern Eras” was to show that in fact there already existed during the
Hosei University Research Center for International Edo period a consciousness, transcending ‘feudal lord’s

Japanese Studies Special Research Meeting domain’, of “Japan as one nation”. o
” . ‘ . A careful examination of Edo period literature and
When did Japan become a ‘Nation of systems, and of the Tokugawa Shogunate’s government
People’ Véd organization, indicated the nature of the perception of
‘Japan’ and ‘Japanese people’ for various levels of people

Lecturer: WATANABE Hiroshi (Professor, Hosei
University Faculty of Law)

Date: Thursday, 15 July 2010, 18:30-20:35

Location: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade
Tower 25F Conference Room B

Chair:  ABIKO Shin (Director and Professor, Hosei
University Research Center for International
Japanese Studies, Faculty of letters)

during the Edo period.

The report ended, “If scholars of international and
theoretical politics studied not only the history of Europe,
but also that of Japan, China and Korea, they would
be able to shape more pertinent theories.” This view is
relevant not just regarding the study of international and
theoretical politics, but also regarding various fields,
and despite being important, is one that we tend to

The Hosei University Research Center for overlook. The report was thus significant for research in
International Japanese Studies welcomed Professor international Japanese studies, and in other fields.
WATANABE Hiroshi from the Faculty of Law, and held
a Special Research Meeting entitled “When did Japan Report by: SUZUMURA Yusuke (Guest Scholar, Hosei
become a ‘Nation of People’?” University Research Center for International

Japanese Studies)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) 20" centuries. Research during the opening year focusses
Project “Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based on the period from the 1930s into the 1950s, which is
on Methods of International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan- considered one of the most important periods.

consciousness’ in the Past, Present and Future” 13 researchers from in and outside Japan as well
Research Approach 2 Establishment of Modern ‘Japan- as from this university participated in the first research
consciousness’: Issues of Folklore Studies and Ethnology meeting, and held a free discussion on creating a base

for joint research. Central to the research will be an

st 3
I** Research Meetlng interdisciplinary approach of Folklore Studies, Ethnology,

Date: Saturday, 29 May 2010, 10:00-17:00 Sociology, and History (Modern History, History of
Location: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus *58 Building Thought).
2F Research Center for International Japanese As a result of the discussion we had in our vision the
Studies Seminar Room directions of cultural anthropological research carried out
Chair:  Josef KREINER (Professor and Special Adviser, during that period in Korea, Taiwan and wartime South-
Hosei University for International Japanese east Asia, the methodology introduced from the West, and
studies, Planning and Strategy Division) also the influence upon neighbouring countries including

China. We analysed the themes in detail, and laid the

To mark the start of “Approach 2 Establishment of ground for the next research meeting.

Modern ‘Japan-consciousness’: Issues of Folklore Studies
gnii Edthnoé(;ggl/[, th,iihflrSt reslelatrlclzh me.etlttlllg Wast h.ﬁl(i.on Report by: Josef KREINER (Professor and Special
aturday, ay. 1he overall theme 15 the contribution Adviser, Hosei University for International Japanese

to the formation of ‘Japan-consciousness’ made by . . g
. . [T t PI trat D
Folklore Studies and Ethnology since Meiji in 19" and studies, Planning and Strategy Division)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) This report considered the Chinese Communist
Project “Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based Party as an “organization”, and viewed the former as the
on Methods of International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan- “deepening dusk position”, and the latter as the “breaking
consciousness’ in the Past, Present and Future” dawn position” in the above question. Following the lines
Research Approach 3 Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness™ of theory of organizations, we looked at the phase of
in East Asia apparent change, and carried out an analysis of the present
1st East Asian Culture Research Meeting of 2010 state %fhthe part}; organlzaFlodn. i he lat
» . . e report gave a judgment siding on the latter
The Anatomy of CCPs Deepenlng view. Evidence for this being that the organization did not
Dusk or Breaking Dawn?” become unknowingly entangled in this “crisis” situation,

and was not seeking stopgap measures amidst a confusion.
Rather, it is leading itself through the change process
with prudence and positive resolution, and is unfolding a
defensive survival strategy of forcing out “objectors” or
expansion of oppositional power, at which it has been most
successful. As a result, any latent oppositional power has
clearly become part of the present administration, and is
in no way an external challenger.

Presenter: HISHIDA Masaharu (Professor, Hosei University
Faculty of Law)

Date: Tuesday, 27 April 2010, 18:30-20:30

Location: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus *58 Building
2F Research Center for International Japanese
Studies Seminar Room

Chair:  WANG Min (Professor, Hosei University Research
Center for International Japanese Studies)

Do we find the rule of the governing party, the Report .byf HISHIDA Masaharu (Professor, Hosei
Communist Party of China, in a worsening crisis phase, or University Faculty of Law)
on the other hand, is it in the process of re-inventing itself?
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) to the proposal, and President Obama showed interest in
Project “Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based cooperation with East Asian Pacific regions. However,
on Methods of International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan- actual details of plans were never made clear.
consciousness’ in the Past, Present and Future” The Democratic Party’s administration was not solid,
Research Approach 3 Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’: and Okinawan Futenma Base problems resulted in change
in East Asia from Hatoyama to Kan. Meanwhile the “East Asian
2nd East Asian Culture Research Meeting of 2010 Community Ministerial Confederation” was formed, but
. eys e there is no telling whether such government plans will
Japan-China Reconciliation and the progress. g £ P
East Asian Community: “4 Points of Seeing dark clouds over the European financial world
Reconciliation” to be learnt from the symbolised by the Greek crisis, Japan’s attitude towards its
. own regional community continues to be noncommittal.
European Union However, with the East Asian “cold war” at an end,

and the Asian community growing, we urgently need
University School of International Politics “Japan-China reconciliation” on both governmental and
Economics and Communication) ’ popular levels through a prosperous economic community.
. . . The present sees the “decline” of Japan and US, the
Date: Monday, 31 May 2010, 18:30-20:30 >
are oncay, o b rise of China, and action from G20 with murmurings of G2
2F Research Center for International Japanese (US-China) or G3 (US-EU-China). An East Asian regional
Studies Seminar Room union based on “Japan-China-Korea reconciliation” — with

Chair:  WANG Min (Professor, Hosei University Research ASEAN at its core — is essential for Japan’s future survival

Center for International Japanese Studies) within a globa}ised East ASia.l' . .
By learning from the history of separation and union

Presenter: HABA Kumiko (Professor, Aoyama Gakuin

Location: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus *58 Building

In September 2009, in a historic general election, the in post-war and post-Cold War Europe, we should pursue
Liberal Democrats gave way to the Democratic Party’s the “East Asian regional cooperation” group already in
Hatoyama Government. Its first slogan was “Building an existence.

East Asian Community”. Since then, we have seen action
in regions of East Asia including Japan. Report by: HABA Kumiko (Professor, Aoyama Gakuin
China and surrounding countries reacted quickly University)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) values and their inherent but distorted literary meaning.

Project “Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based Firstly, Yang Seok-il’s novels strongly negate Confucian
on Methods of International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan- values through the use of a barren environment and lowly,
consciousness’ in the Past, Present and Future” raw images (love affairs, violence, gambling, murder,
Research Approach 3 Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’ drugs). This leads down the exceptional path of madness
in East Asia and heresy, overturning existing values, and confronting
3rd East Asian Culture Research Meeting of 2010 negativ.ity in a naked state. The world of madness and
. . . . heresy in Blood and Bones is the outsider’s writhing with
Confucian Patriar Chy as Star tlllg POlnts resentment, enmity and lament, created by the dynamic
and also Madness and Heresy: focusing relation between the contemporary colonizer/colonized,
on Blood and Bones by Yang Seok-il ruler/ruled, mainstream/non-mainstream, centre/
periphery, and it is an extroverted sublimation of a kind of
Presenter: KIM Hwan-Gi (Guest Scholar, Hosei University “reproach”. We can say that it contains a special message
Faculty of Intercultural Communication; directed at the outside world surpassing the individual.
Assistant Professor, Dongguk University In other words, scenes of the protagonist’s extreme
Department.of Japanese Language and Literature) battle with existence surpass the meaning of the simple
Date: Tuesday, 22 June 2010, 18:30-20:30 adversity of someone discriminated against, with strong
Location: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus ’58 Building connotations of a sense of resistance in mainstream/centre
2F Research Center for International Japanese versus non-mainstream/periphery, and the literary “anti-”
Studies Seminar Room mind. This is a symbol of the negativity of Koreans in
Chair: TAKAYANAGI Toshio (Professor, Hosei Japan, is a distortion of Confucian values, and is self-
University) denial for the purpose of subjugation and rebirth.

This presentation aimed at identifying the Confucian
values (patriarchy, sense of tradition, predominance of
men over women, concept of filial piety) which served
as the starting point for novels (chiefly Blood and Bones)
by Yang Seok-il. It then considered the refusal of those

Report by: KIM Hwan-Gi (Guest Scholar, Hosei University
Faculty of Intercultural Communication; Assistant
Professor, Dongguk University Department.of
Japanese Language and Literature)
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Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Lecturer Samuel KACZOROWSKI arrived in Japan
Project “Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based last autumn, and as Guest Researcher at Hosei University
on Methods of International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan- Research Center for International Japanese Studies,
consciousness’ in the Past, Present and Future” has spent the year preparing his doctoral thesis entitled
Research Approach 4 Triangulation of ‘Japan- “The screen works of Osamu Tezuka, and the influence
consciousness’: into the Future upon their écriture”. This study meeting also served
1% Research Meeting as an opportunity to present 1 year’s research results.

. . . Kaczorowski’s point of emphasis was that today’s critiques
Japanese Animations since the Second of Osamu TEZUKA focus on Manga, and tend to dismiss
World War: his television animation work. He contends that it was his

introducing of animation, as television animation, to the
realm of industrial experiment, that exhibited his greatest
ingenuity. The art of showing animation on television
in weekly episodes was first made possible by Tezuka’
s method of animation, which uses the limitations of
television to its advantage. Tezuka brought about Japanese
animation that has Japan-like qualities, yet at the same
time is universal having enraptured viewers the world
over. In this way it proves newly Japan-like.

Presenter: Samuel KACZOROWSKI (Guest Researcher,
Hosei University Research Center for International
Japanese Studies; Doctoral Student, University of
Toulouse II)

Date: Saturday, 24 July 2010, 15:00-17:00

Location: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus *58 Building
2F Research Center for International Japanese
Studies Seminar Room

Chair:  ABIKO Shin (Director and Professor, Hosei

University Research Center for International Report by: ABIKO Shin (Director and Professor, Hosei
Japanese Studies) University Research Center for International
Japanese Studies, Faculty of letters)
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