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International Symposium: Report

Academic Frontier Sub-project 1: Develop-
ing ‘International Japanese Studies’ as Re-
search on an ‘Other’ Culture

International Japanese Studies
Symposium

“The Emperor within Japanese Cul-
ture: what is the Emperor?”

Date Thursday, 30 October - Saturday, 1
November 2008

Location Centre Europeen D’Etudes Jap-
onaises D’Alsace (CEEJA)

(Kienztheim, France)
Hosei University Research Center for
International Japanese Studies, Cen-
tre National de la Recherche Scienti-
fique, France, and Strasbourg Marc
Bloch University Japanese Faculty

Sponsors

This symposium consisted of 15 presentations by
seven participants from Japan and eight participants from
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Europe. Various themes pertaining to the emperor sys-
tem’s 1500-year history, spanning from the ancient em-
peror-system to the Showa Emperor, were handled in
terms of the wide-ranging academic concerns of history,
literature, sociology, philosophy, history of thought, and
anthropology. The basic issue from which all presenta-
tions set out, and to which they finally returned, was the
Japanese Emperor’s unique sacredness which takes the
shape of non-administration within real politics. This
sacredness, implied in the Nara period Ritsuryo govern-
ing system, continues to be supported under the new
constitution with its untouchable symbolic emperor. The
following summarized areas are those debated during the
symposium: 1) the origins and truth about this sacred-
ness, 2) various secondary cultural devices which con-
tribute to maintaining it, 3) comparative examinations of
this sacredness with sacredness in other sovereignty, 4)
acceptance by foreigners of this sacredness, and 5) the
significance and limitations in the work of thinkers of the
modern age who battled with this sacredness under the
influence of Western thought.

Report by ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University Re-
search Center for International Japanese Studies;
Professor, Faculty of Letters)
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Research Report Meeting

Academic Frontier Sub-project 3:
“Other cultures within Japan”

1st Joint Research Meeting of 2008

KIMURA Tetsuro (Okushiri-to)
SEGAWA Takuro (Hokkaido)

YAGI Mitsunori (Iwate Prefecture)
ITO Hiroyuki (Iwate Prefecture)
KojIMA Yoshitaka (Ishikawa Prefec-
ture)

OGUCHI Masashi (Hosei University,
Tokyo)

Date Sunday, 31 August—Tuesday, 2 Sep-
tember 2008

Okushiri-to, Hokkaido

The first research meeting of Sub-project 3 was held
from 31 August to 2 September in Okushiri-to, Hokkaido.
One theory advocates Okushiri-to as a strong contender
for the debated locality of “Watarinoshima” that features
in ancient records. Okhotsk culture moving south from
Sakhalin did not confine itself to its major stronghold of
the Okhotsk coast, but also moved southwards towards

Speakers

Location
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Okushiri-to. Evidence of related excavated remains indi-
cates this to be a unique location of great importance to
research in the history of exchange in the northern ter-
ritories. We seized the chance to investigate the remains
on location, using them as the basis for the theme of our
research meeting, which asked how we should interpret
ancient Okushiri-to, and place it within the history of the
northern territories as well as the history of exchange
there. The first day was spent closely examining earthen-
ware excavated on the island, and the second day con-
sisted of alternate research presentations and discussion
about the ancient culture of Okushiri-to. Results newly
confirmed the distinctive features of Okushiri-to and the
Oshima Peninsula region, and reached an important land-
mark for future understanding of the world of exchange in
the northern territories. We aim to clearly explain the is-
land’s place within the sphere of the northern territories
at the roundup session next year. After one more survey
of the remains on the island on the third day, the research
meeting came to a close.

Report by OGUCHI Masashi
(Professor, Faculty of Letters, Hosei University)
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Research Report Meeting

Academic Frontier Sub-project 3:
“Other Cultures within Japan”

2nd Joint Research Meeting of 2008

Speakers KIMURA Jun’ichi (Aomori City Board of
Education)
KATSURAGI Kazuho (Aomori Prefectural
Archeological Artifacts Research Center)
SATO Tomoo (Aomori Prefectural Ar-
cheological Artifacts Research Center)
SUDO Hirotoshi (Hirosaki University)
WATANABE Akihiro (Nara National Re-
search Institute for Cultural Properties)
YAMADA Yuko (Akita Prefectural Arche-
ological Artifacts Research Center)
UBE Yasunori (Hachinohe City Board of
Education)
NAKASHIMA Kojiro (Daizaifu City Board
of Education)
SHINZATO Takayuki (Kagoshima University)
TAKANASHI Osamu (Amami City Board
of Education)
SUMITA Naotoshi (Kikai-cho Board of
Education)
Josef KREINER (Hosei University)
OGUCHI Masashi (Hosei University)
Date Saturday, 13- Monday, 15 September
2008
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Location Aomori Prefectural Archeological Arti-
facts Research Center, Aomori City,
Aomori Prefecture

The second research meeting of Sub-project 3 was
held from 12 to 15 September at the Aomori Prefectural
Archeological Artifacts Research Center.

The central theme was the Nitta remains, which
have recently been highlighted as a northern-boundary
ritual site. The research meeting was also important in
that it facilitated a comparison with last year’s meeting in
Amami, and significant results were achieved. The main
question was whether this late-ancient northern-frontier
site was under the Ritsuryo legal system (centrally gov-
erned), as with the Gusuku remains in Kikai-jima. After
visiting and surveying the Nitta site on the first morning,
the afternoon was spent in a research meeting. Report
titles included: “Why focus on the Nitta remains?”, “Lat-
est excavation results”, “Introducing Buddhist figurines
and Buddhist finds”, and “Ancient wooden tablets of the
furthest north”. Reports on the second day included: “A
comparison of Nitta site with neighboring sites”, “The
position of Nitta site within northern Tohoku”, and “Com-
parisons with southern boundary sites”. We also saw
participation from SHINZATO Takayuki, TAKANASHI
Osamu, and SUMITA Naotoshi. We visited the Tsugaru
Peninsula site on the third day, and the meeting ended
after an examination of Satsumon earthernware found in
Aomori Prefecture at the Nakadomari Town Museum .

Report by Josef KREINER (Special Professor, Hosei Uni-
versity) and OGUCHI Masashi (Professor, Faculty of
Letters, Hosei University)
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Research Report Meeting

Academic Frontier Sub-project 3:
“Other Cultures within Japan”

Language-related Research Meeting:
“The Languages within Japan:
Ainu, Yamato, and Ryukyu Lan-
guage Generation”

Speakers NAKAGAWA Hiroshi (Chiba University)
KoJIMA Kyoko (Waseda University)
Patrick HEINRICH (Duisburg Univer-
sity, Germany) (currently Ryukyu
University)
NAKAMOTO Ken (Rytkyu University)
Hugh CLARK (Sydney University, Austra-
lia) (currently Waseda University)
MAMIYA Atsushi (Hosei University)

Date Saturday, 27 September 2008, 10:00-
17:00
Venue  Hosei University Ichigaya Campus, '80

Building 7F conference room
Chair/Coordinator

Josef KREINER (Hosei University)

YOSHINARI Naoki (Hosei University)

The language-related research group, part of Sub-
project 3: “Other Cultures within Japan”, invited five
scholars from inside and outside Japan, who spoke on the
subject: “The Languages within Japan: Ainu, Yamato, and
Ryukyt language generation”. The results of recent re-

12
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search into Ainu and Ryukyu languages were shared, and
free discussion ensued. Presentation titles were as fol-
lows:

MaAMIYA Atsushi “On Ainu and Yamato languages”

NAKAGAWA Hiroshi “The puzzle of the Ainu and
Japanese languages’ positional relationship”

KojiMA Kyoko “The influence of Japanese (Yamato)
culture upon the Ainu language”

MAMIYA Atsushi “On Yamato and Ryukyu languag-
es”

Patrick HEINRICH “Applying history to the Ryukyu
language history”

NAKAMOTO Ken “The ‘ha’-line syllables’ consonants
in Ryukyu dialect”

Hugh CLARK “Various issues in Ryukyu language
research”

There was a lively exchange of views during the free
debate following the reports. Suggestions included con-
sidering the process of language generation in relation to
the movement of peoples (hunter-gathering) and to static
living (farming). It was also suggested that the language
of the Ryukyu classical work, Omorososhi (Compilation
of ancient festival songs) has many common features with
Yamato language, and may be comparatively recent. It
will be necessary at the next meeting to relate archeo-
logical results etc. to the language research of this meet-
ing, undertaking multi-layered and integrated research
before we can come to any conclusions.

Report by MAMIYA Atsushi (Professor, Faculty of Let-
ters, Hosei University)
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Co-hosted Symposium: Report

“Can we Build an East Asian
Reading Community?”

Sponsors East Asia Publishers Conference;
Hosei University Research Center for
International Japanese Studies

Date Friday, 16 January 2009, 13:00 — 18:00

Venue Hosei University Ichigaya Campus,

Boissonade Tower 26F Conference
Room A

The co-hosted symposium, held on 16 January 2009
at Hosei University, Tokyo, aimed at establishing the
concept of a “reading community” by which publishers
and editors in the field of humanities in countries such as
Japan, China (Hong Kong, Taiwan) and Korea transcend
cultural boundaries between countries and regions. The
Hosei University Research Center for International Japa-
nese Studies provided the venue and assisted in the orga-
nization. The theme was: “Can we build an East Asian
reading community?” The hall abounded with the enthu-
siasm of the 30-odd participants, including the speakers,
throughout the six-hour symposium.

The keynote address referred to the universality of

e By T
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reading that transcends history and borders. Following
on, we heard keynote reports by speakers from Hong
Kong, Taiwan, Korea and Japan. This included RYTUSAwWA
Takeshi, Chief Editor of Heibonsha, who was the first to
use, and indeed, showed great distinction in coining, the
term “reading community”. Four more participants from
Korea and one each from China and Japan joined in the
panel discussion during the second half of the sympo-
sium.

The four keynote reports all advanced theories
based on the power of reading. Chair of Sino United Pub-
lishing of Hong Kong, CHAN Man-hung, impressed us
with a report emphasizing the potential for an East Asian
reading community involving a global view. He affirmed
the “possibility of rebuilding a reading community com-
mon within East Asia”.

The cultures of the countries and regions in East
Asia are peculiar to each. As a result of this symposium,
we agree that we sensed the importance of taking shared
steps to build a reading community which exists in uni-
versality, while respecting each other’s identities.

Report by WANG Min (Professor, Hosei University Re-
search Center for International Japanese Studies)
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East Asian Culture Research Meeting:

report

Academic Frontier Sub-project 2: Japan
as an ‘Other’ Culture

4th East Asian Culture Research
Meeting of 2008

“Japan Research in Taiwan:

From the Perspective of Research
in Japanese Cultural History”

Speaker  SHYU Shing-Ching (Professor, Depart-
ment of Japanese Language and Litera-
ture, Taiwan University)

Date Monday, 7 July 2008, 18:00-20:30

Venue Hosei University Ichigaya Campus,
Boissonade Tower 25F Conference
Room B

Chair: WANG Min (Professor, Hosei Universi-

ty Research Center for International
Japanese Studies)

In this report, Professor Shyu Shing-Ching exam-
ined the present state of, and issues surrounding, Japan
research in Taiwan from the following four standpoints.

18
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Firstly, regarding changes in Japan research in Taiwan,
we were shown how Taiwanese Japan research can be di-
vided into a first phase 1952-1972, and a second phase
1973-2003. During the second phase, the focus of re-
search expanded into the fields of academia, culture and
education etc. We were then introduced to the five uni-
versities in Taiwan, including Taiwan University, which
are concentrating on advancing Japan research. Despite a
wide range of research areas, students’ inadequate ability
at reading pre-modern texts was a characteristic of Japa-
nese cultural history research, as observed in the univer-
sity teaching environment. This meant that students’
own arguments tended to be thin. Finally, as the outlook
for forthcoming Japan research in Taiwan, it was deemed
necessary a) to narrow research focus, and raise stan-
dards, b) to design training for human resources, and
short, mid and long-term research projects, and c) to cre-
ate a system of encouragement for Japan research, and
nurture excellent researchers. For the future, it is impor-
tant to make positive moves upon governments to achieve
ties of cultural cooperation between Taiwan and Japan.

Report by SUzUMURA Yusuke (Visiting Academic Re-
searcher, Hosei University Research Center for In-
ternational Japanese Studies)
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Academic Frontier Sub-project 2: Japan as
an ‘Other’ Culture

5th East Asian Culture Research
Meeting of 2008

“How do we account for the ‘Korea
Boom’? : Within the Context of
Japan-Korea-related Politics

and Culture”

Speaker  KOHARI Susumu (Professor, Faculty of
International Relations, University of
Shizuoka)

Date Friday, 1 August 2008, 18:30-20:30

Venue Hosei University Ichigaya Campus,
Boissonade Tower 26F Conference
Room A

Chair WANG Min (Professor, Hosei Universi-

ty Research Center for International
Japanese Studies)

Professor Kohari discussed the “Korea Boom Phe-
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nomenon in Japan”, how it is perceived in both Japan and
Korea, and what meaning it has. He identified the follow-
ing four points in the flow of events from its beginnings to
the present day. 1) Although the Winter Sonata boom is
worthy of mention, the “Korea Boom” did not spring up
suddenly, but developed gradually through the influence
of events such as the Olympics and the World Cup. 2) On
the other hand, the TV series was indeed epoch-making,
and the “Korea Boom” has made its presence felt within
the Japanese national sentiment at least as an entertain-
ment genre. 3) Having said that, the relationship between
the “Korea Boom” and politics is unclear. We could say
that the “Korea Boom” came about despite the Yasukuni
and Takeshima disputes, or we could say that such issues
have risen despite the existence of the “Korea Boom”. 4)
Although it has formed a basis for exchange on a personal
level, a “Korea Boom”, even in the present day, awakens
an “Anti-Korea Boom” in Japan, and hostility in Korea at
seeing its own people’s servitude towards Japan.

Report by KOHARI Susumu (Professor, Faculty of Interna-
tional Relations,University of Shizuoka)
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East Asian Culture Research Meeting:
report

Academic Frontier Sub-project 2: Japan as
an ‘Other’ Culture

6th East Asian Culture Research
Meeting of 2008

“Mutually Supporting the Modern
Age: Reexamining Two Hundred
Years of Japan and China”

L1U Jianhui (Associate Professor, Inter-
national Research Center for Japanese
Studies)

Thursday, 18 September 2008, 18:30-
20:30

Hosei University Ichigaya Campus, '58
Building 2F Research Center for Interna-
tional Japanese Studies Seminar Room
WANG Min (Professor, Hosei Universi-
ty Research Center for International
Japanese Studies)

Speaker

Date

Venue

Chair

Japanese culture, with its layer of mythical history,
developed amidst influence from continental culture. It is
often called “indigenous” culture, but it is surely a mis-
take to assume it is pure and without outside influences.
The process of cultural formation is a complicated one. In
contrast, modern history tends to view any influences as
one way from Japan to China, but, in fact, mutually sup-
ported exchange on a cultural level has meant that Japa-
nese and Chinese cultures stimulated each other in very
many ways.
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Regarding the introduction of modern Western civi-
lization, it was China who was first in line. Japan, having
succeeded in bringing about the Meiji Restoration in its
modernization process, then devised its own Chinese
compounds to translate Western thought and scientific
technology, having already been familiar with Chinese
translations. However, there can be little doubt that it
made use of the English-Chinese/Chinese-English dic-
tionaries dating from 19th-century China’s contact with
Western languages. LIANG Qichao then took the lead in
mastering modern Japanese and disseminating it through
his work. It is reckoned that 80 percent of the characters
used to describe the West in modern Chinese are bor-
rowed from Japanese.

Chinese characters very much suited the under-
standing of new Western concepts. This even connects
with a mutual cultural exchange. Japanese interdisciplin-
ary, special-interest journals set in former Manchuria,
Geibun and Manshii Roman etc. were launched, and the
effect of these is notable for assuming a kind of interna-
tionality.

China was drawn in by Japanese imperialism, while
Japan belittled lagging Chinese culture; but have we not
averted our eyes from the aspect of this mutual influ-
ence? By ignoring it we cannot close in upon the truth of
modern cultural history of either Japan or China. Our aim
is to accurately observe mutually supported exchange
between Japan and China, as we work towards our future
challenge of reconstructing an “East Asian cultural
sphere”.

Report by WANG Min (Professor, Hosei University Research
Center for International Japanese Studies)
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East Asian Culture Research Meeting: report

Academic Frontier Sub-project 2: Japan as
an ‘Other’ Culture

7th East Asian Culture Research
Meeting of 2008

“‘Knowledge Transfer’ and Media
in Research of the History of
Thought: Based on Sources of

Edo Thought”

Speaker  TSuUJIMOTO Masashi (Professor, Kyoto
University Graduate School of Education)

Date Friday, 10 October 2008, 18:30-20:30

Venue Hosei University Ichigaya Campus, Bois-
sonade Tower 25F Conference Room B

Chair: WANG Min (Professor, Hosei Universi-

ty Research Center for International
Japanese Studies)

Here we propose two methods for reconsidering the
history of thought as “history of media”. The first is from
the viewpoint of “history of thought in East Asia”. Confu-
cian thought was common knowledge throughout East
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Asia. The second is from the viewpoint of “knowledge
transfer media”. Due to the appearance of printing tech-
nology and publishers during the Edo period, scriptural
information was commercialized and circulated in quan-
tity, by which a structural change took place within the
culture. The Edo period was in other words a media revo-
lution. The Edo period saw training in the ability to read
Chinese following Japanese readings. Once this was mas-
tered, it was possible to converse with peoples of East
Asia such as China and Korea. During the Edo period
there was diversification in methods of using narrative
media, scriptural media etc., and also knowledge transfer
media. Through the popularization of narrative media,
the opportunity was realized for ordinary people to en-
gage in study. For this reason, schools spread rapidly in
the modern era. Written media formed the basis during
the modern era, but that is now beginning to crumble. We
need to establish an educational heritage which is not
centred on school education, but which exists from a per-
spective of media history.

Report by TANAKA Yuko (Professor, Hosei University Faculty of
Social Sciences)
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East Asian Culture Research Meeting: report

Academic Frontier Sub-project 2: Japan as
an ‘Other’ Culture

8th East Asian Culture Research
Meeting of 2008

“Modern Japan’s invasion of Asia:
Re-understanding its Historical
Background within the Greater his-
torical Flow”

NISHIHARA Haruo (Governor, Asian
Peace Making Center; Professor Emeri-
tus and former Chancellor, Waseda Uni-
versity)

Tuesday, 11 Novermber 2008, 18:30—
20:30

Hosei University Ichigaya Campus, 80
Building 7F, Large Conference Room 1
WANG Min (Professor, Hosei University
Research Center for International Japa-
nese Studies)

Speaker

Date

Venue

Chair:
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The significance and background of modern Japan’s
invasion of Asia was supposedly fully illuminated soon
after the end of the war. However, throughout the 60
years since, human history has put forward new view-
points regarding its perception and evaluation. That is to
say: modern Japan accepted, without question, the “dark
imperialism manifesting in colonialism and shadowed by
militarism” along with the parliamentary democracy up-
held by the developed countries of Europe and America.
This was precisely the epidemic of the 19th century. In
other words, Japanese imperialism was a result of briefly
catching the infection, and not the true nature of the na-
tion of Japan; it has been cured of the epidemic during the
60 postwar years, and there is no fear of re-infection.

The epidemic of the previous century came to an end
not only in Japan, but the world over. This century we
have entered a new history of globalization. Due to this,
20th century-style world-scale wars among developed
nations will become impossible. Instead, “people, money,
goods, information, technology” will move in all direc-
tions, and as a result the world may start to function as
one community.

Report by YANAKA Shin’ichi (Professor, Japan Women’s
University)
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East Asian Culture Research Meeting: report

Academic Frontier Sub-project 2: Japan as
an ‘Other’ Culture

9th East Asian Culture Research
Meeting of 2008

“A Capitalist Society called Social-
ism, and a Socialist Society called
Capitalism: Chinese Culture and
Japanese Culture”

Speaker SHIROTA Tomoharu (Professor, Univer-
sity of Tokyo Graduate School of Cultural

Studies)

Date Wednesday, 3 December 2008, 18:30—
20:30

Venue Hosei University Ichigaya Campus, Bois-
sonade Tower 26F Conference Room A

Chair WANG Min (Professor, Hosei University

Research Center for International Japa-
nese Studies); ABIKO Shin (Director,
Hosei University Research Center for
International Japanese Studies)

In general, Japan is referred to outwardly as a capi-
talist society, while China, as a socialist society; however,
sociocultural observations since the pre-modern period
reveal a different angle. Chinese society, which, from the
pre-modern era, adopted a liberal bureaucratic selection

31
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D, FUFNCKLDREEAFIE. EXREFEOEER
DEEVDI VAT LTHD, CNZVECETSEAE
SKEDOEMEFELD . FEIEHEEE EFEEHE
HIAFENC [EXTHRNER] 529U, BRI
EVPERZRITS [HETHRNER] CWDIEDBE
ABDTIFIEWND. BARDEREZENTO—/ULED
EHT. BUBUBENTZDIE. D UIcERNHER
SNEKD. 21 wiICICA>THED [REHE] ZH
BHUC, AAMZEELDDHEHN. TRtEiziLl
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UCREI I ERBDEECTH S D,
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system by equal share succession and examination, gave
birth to a society with a strong competitive consciousness
towards betterment, in which anyone could rise in the
world. Also, in order to control such a vast region, people
sought decentralized rule along with the development of
regional economies, and even now the tendency is strong-
ly towards local governance. In contrast, in Japan, family
succession was standard practice from the pre-modern
era, and as the status system had stability, a society was
born which suppressed fierce competitiveness and
achieved uniformity within each status. In the midst of
modernization, although China was late in its formation of
a nation state due to these decentralized elements, the
global trend towards a new liberal system, evolving from
the end of the 20th century, bonded with the people’s de-
sire for betterment and facilitated rapid economic devel-
opment. Japan’s sociocultural uniformity and harmony
immediately contributed to the formation of a centralized
nation state, and prewar national allegiance converted
into postwar corporate loyalty, thus facilitating high-level
economic success. However, Japanese-style business did
not lend itself to new liberalist tendencies; rather it was
late to revolutionize. Also, in relation to the handling of
the recent economic crisis, it proves significant to add to
each respective sociocultural picture what we have called
the Chinese “capitalist elements” and Japanese “socialist
elements”.

Report by SHIROTA Tomoharu (Professor, University of
Tokyo Graduate School of Cultural Studies)
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Alsace Symposium Study Meeting

Academic Frontier Sub-project 1: Develop-
ing ‘International Japanese Studies’ as
Research on an ‘Other’ Culture

2nd Study Meeting in Preparation
for the Alsace Symposium on the
Emperor and Emperor System:

“The Present State of Research into
‘Sovereignty’”

Speaker ARAKI Toshio (Professor of Humanities,
Faculty of Letters, Senshu University)

Date Saturday, 12 July 2008, 14:00— 16:00

Venue Hosei University Ichigaya Campus, '58
Building 2F Research Center for Interna-
tional Japanese Studies Seminar Room

Chair ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University

Research Center for International Japa-
nese Studies)

The second study meeting in preparation for the Al-
sace Symposium on the Emperor and Emperor System
was held on Saturday, 12 July 2008, from 14:00 to past
16:00 in the Hosei University Ichigaya Campus, '58
Building 2F Research Center for International Japanese
Studies Seminar Room. On this occasion we heard a
lecture on the ancient-period Emperor and Emperor Sys-
tem entitled “The present state of research into ‘Sover-
eignty’” by ARAKI Toshio, Professor of Humanities in
the Faculty of Letters at Senshii University.

As last time, this was a small-circle meeting of
around 10 participants. However, beginning by explain-
ing the various distinctive features of the Japanese Em-
peror System, Professor Araki went on to provide us with
a well-rounded explanation of what the Emperor System
is truly accountable for.
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Caught up in the term “sovereignty”, the Emperor
System has always been understood as “Japanese-style
sovereignty”. This should however help distinguish, all
the more clearly, the part of the Emperor System that has
been subsumed under the universal theory of sovereign-
ty, from the special features that do not fit the mould. A
comparison of many sovereignties, varying in existence
geographically and historically, necessitates greater will-
ingness to take a more comparative view of the Emperor
System.

The Japanese Emperor System’s agnostic stance,
which easily conjures mysticism and singularity, is still
strong. Claims of the Emperor System’s “unity”, “sponta-
neity”, “non-administration” still cast a spell over most
debates. We must make a distinction between the Em-
peror System in modern and pre-modern times. We
should also regard artificiality in the Emperor System as
nothing more than that. Yet we should not forget that the
Emperor is the rightful possessor of political power.

For example, under the ancient Ritsuryo System the
Emperor held independent political power as an imperial
sovereign right. Although aristocratic leaders held coun-
cil, it was governed by imperial dictatorship. Issues lie in
how this political power was formed, and what kind of
structure it took. Was it or was it not peculiar to Japan?
At least as far as structure is concerned, by introducing
“abdication” into the system, multipolarization of gover-
nance was achieved through a Retired Emperor-Emperor
framework, which appears to be a particularly Japanese
phenomenon.

The research meeting thus investigated chiefly the
ancient-period Emperor and Emperor System, and facili-
tated reconsideration of the essence of the Japanese Em-
peror and Emperor System.

Report by ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University Re-
search Center for International Japanese Studies;
Professor, Faculty of Letters)
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Alsace Symposium Study Meeting
Academic Frontier Sub-project 1: Develop-

ing ‘International Japanese Studies’ as
Research on an ‘Other’ Culture

3rd Study Meeting in Preparation
for the Alsace Symposium on the
Emperor and Emperor System:
“Two ‘Esoteric Teachings’ and two
‘Exoteric Teachings’: the Emperor
within Japanese Constitutional His-
tory”

Speaker BANNO Junji (Professor Emeritus, Uni-
versity of Tokyo)

Date Saturday, 27 September 2008, 14:00—
16:00

Place Hosei University Ichigaya Campus, 80
Building 7F Conference Room

Chair ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University

Research Center for International Japa-
nese Studies)

The third study meeting in preparation for the Al-
sace Symposium on the Emperor and Emperor System
was held on Saturday, 27 September 2008, from 14:00 to
past 16:00 in the Hosei University Ichigaya Campus, '80
Building 7F Conference Room. On this occasion we
heard a lecture on the modern-period Emperor and Em-
peror System entitled “Two ‘Esoteric Teachings’ and two
‘Exoteric Teachings’: the Emperor within Japanese Con-
stitutional History” by BANNO Junji, Professor Emeritus
of the University of Tokyo.

As on the last two occasions, this was a small-circle
meeting of around 10 participants. However, Professor
BANNO provided us with an extremely clear explanation
of how the pre-war Emperor System was shaped within
the flow of history from the Meiji Restoration through
Taisho to the early Showa period. He did this from the
viewpoint of the establishment of constitutional govern-
ment and its development, referring along the way to his
A History of Japanese Constitutional Government (Univer-
sity of Tokyo Press).

The process of establishment of the modern Japa-
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nese political system, beginning in Meiji, found its means
through the coordination, within social ranks high and
low, of two movements: “One ruler” and “Ten thousand
people”, as represented in the slogan “One ruler over ten
thousand people”. Setting up the Emperor as “One rul-
er”, and opening politics to “Ten thousand people”
through the establishment of assemblies, these were rec-
ognized as the two wheels needed to accompany each
other, as we already see in the “public debates” and
“Charter Oath of Five Articles” etc. at the end of the Edo
period.

However, in reality “One ruler over ten thousand
people” split into those emphasizing “One ruler” (Con-
servative faction), and those favoring “Ten thousand
people” (Liberal faction). The enactment process of the
Meiji Constitution did not just take place amidst this tug-
of-war, but the two factions also carried on even fiercer
competition over the content of the Meiji Constitution.
We see clashing over interpretation of the Meiji Constitu-
tion between HozuMI Yatsuka’s Imperialism, and MINOBE
Tatsukichi’s Emperor Organ Theory. They both ema-
nated from the social elite, and conducted their battles in
“esoteric”’-type ways.

Over time the general populace got embroiled in the
two sides, making the issue “exoteric”, which shifted the
rivalry further into society. The first to become exoteric
within Taisho-period democracy was the “Ten thousand
people” faction. Its specific success story was the estab-
lishment of universal male suffrage, but this had the ad-
verse effect of encouraging an exoteric nature in the
“One ruler” faction. For example, the issue of supreme
command became seed for political strife, and right-wing
leanings advanced in the major party. In this way, the
political swinging to left and right within Japanese society
increased in magnitude, and in the end the whole came to
converge on the “One ruler” faction on a large scale.

This study meeting thus re-educated us about the
Emperor system in modern Japan, of how politics were at
its root, long before any focus upon its cultural signifi-
cance.

Report by ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University Re-
search Center for International Japanese Studies;
Professor, Faculty of Letters)
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Hosei Univerity Research Center for International
Japanese Studies Special Seminar: report

The Making of Japanese:
Assimilation Policy in Okinawa and
in Hokkaido

Speaker Rosa Caroli (Professor, East Asian Insti-
tute, University of Venice; Guest Staff,
Research Center for International Japa-
nese Studies, Hosei University)

Monday, 4 August 2008, 14:00— 16:00
Hosei University Ichigaya Campus, '58
Building 2F, Research Center for Inter-
national Japanese Studies Seminar
Room.

ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University
Research Center for International Japa-
nese Studies)

Date
Place

Chair

A two-hour Special Seminar was held in the Hosei
University Research Center for International Japanese
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Studies seminar room on Monday, 4 August, from 14:00
to 16:00 to welcome Rosa Caroli (Professor, East Asian
Institute, University of Venice; Guest Staff, Research
Center for International Japanese Studies, Hosei Univer-
sity). It began with a lecture by Rosa Carolj, titled “The
making of Japanese: Assimilation Policy in Okinawa and
in Hokkaido”, which then led to an enthusiastic discus-
sion.

As a result of the dissolution of domains and estab-
lishment of prefectures in early Meiji, attention focused
on the formation of a Japanese consciousness to expel any
former village and fief consciousness. However, this
caused particular difficulties in Okinawa and Hokkaido,
who had never been considered “Japan”, but now faced
becoming administratively part of Japan for the first time.
Pfof. Caroli explained how the troubled process of cul-
tural assimilation was implemented in both Okinawa and
Hokkaido, by first painting a clear picture of the diversity
between the two regions. There were differences in as-
pects of population, economic and cultural standards, and
the problems that would arise through their assimilation
with Japan cannot be told in the same breath. Neverthe-
less, she s uggested that a fundamental shared by both
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regions was colonialzation by the Japanese, which caused
Okinawans and Ainu to uphold their “otherness” over
“sameness” vis-a-vis Japanese, and which led to move-
ments, in the recent postwar period, by Okinawans and
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Ainu re-establishing their own cultural identities.

Report by ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University Re-
search Center for International Japanese Studies;
Professor, Faculty of Letters)
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Report on Professor Rosa Caroli’s visit to the
Research Center for International Japanese
Studies at Hosei University.

Date Thursday, 24 July 2008, 11:00 — 12:00
Place Hosei University Research Center
for International Japanese Studies

Professor Rosa Caroli visited Japan as an exchange
scholar.

Professor of the University of Venice (Ca’ Foscari)
and guest staff member of Hosei University Research
Center for International Japanese Studies, Professor
Rosa Caroli specializes in modern Japanese history and
modern Okinawan history, and on this occasion visited
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Japan (21 July-5 August) as an exchange scholar between
Venice and Hosei Universities. There was an opportunity
on 24 July for HOSHINO Tsutomu, Director of the Center
for International Japanese Studies and ABIKO Shin, Direc-
tor of the Research Center for International Japanese
Studies to exchange views with Professor Caroli regard-
ing the state of research and education in Japanese Stud-
ies in Italy, as well as about future cooperative research
and teaching collaboration.

Report by ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University Re-
search Center for International Japanese Studies,
Professor, Faculty of Letters)
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Report on Professor SHIMADA Shingo’s visit to
Research Center for International Japanese
Studies at Hosei University.

Date Tuesday, 16 September 2008, 12:00 —
13:00
Place Hosei University Research Center for

International Japanese Studies

Professor SHIMADA Shingo made a visit to Japan.

Professor of the University of Diisseldorf East Asia
Institute and guest staff member of Hosei University Re-
search Center for International Japanese Studies, Profes-
sor SHIMADA Shingo of Japanese sociology made a visit to

42

Japan, and on Tuesday 16 September there was opportu-
nity for an informal discussion between Professors Shi-
mada and Hoshino, Governor of the Board, and Abiko,
Director of the Research Center. Duisseldorf and Hosei
Universities are presently in final consultation towards
establishing general cooperative arrangements. A worth-
while exchange of views took place concerning Japanese
Studies research and teaching collaboration once the ar-
rangements are concluded.

Report by ABIKO Shin (Director, Hosei University Research
Center for International Japanese Studies; Professor, Fac-
ulty of Letters)
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