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MEXT Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided)
Project for Private Universities (2010-2014)

“Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based on Methods of
International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan-consciousness’ in the
Past, Present and Future”

International Japanese Studies Symposium
“Japan-consciousness” and Its Past, Present
and Future

Date: Saturday, 26 July 2014, 9:50-18:40

Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade
Tower 26F Sky Hall

Host: Hosei University Research Center for Interna-
tional Japanese Studies

Overall Chair: Shin Abiko (Cross Appointee, Hosei Uni-
versity Research Center for International Japa-
nese Studies; Professor, Faculty of Letters)

Panel I Chair: Fumiko Kobayashi (Cross Appointee, Hosei
University Research Center for International
Japanese Studies; Professor, Faculty of Letters)

Speaker: Yasushi Oki (Visiting Researcher, Hosei Univer-
sity Research Center for International Japanese
Studies; Professor, Institute for Advanced Stud-
ies on Asia, University of Tokyo)

Speaker: Junzo Kawada (Visiting Researcher, Hosei
University Research Center for International
Japanese Studies; Special Guest Professor,
Kanagawa University)

Speaker: Masaharu Hishida (Cross Appointee, Hosei Uni-
versity Research Center for International Japa-
nese Studies; Professor, Faculty of Law)

Panel II Chair: Min Wang (Professor and Full-time Re-
searcher, Hosei University Research Center for
International Japanese Studies)

Speaker: Yasuko Yokoyama (Cross Appointee, Hosei
University Research Center for International
Japanese Studies; Professor, Faculty of Science
and Engineering)

Speaker: Taro Tsurumi (Professor, Faculty of Letters,
Arts and Sciences, Waseda University)

Speaker: Izumi Yamada (Professor, Hosei University Fac-
ulty of Lifelong Learning and Career Studies)

Panel I1I Chair: Tsutomu Hoshino (Cross Appointee, Hosei
University Research Center for International
Japanese Studies; Professor, Faculty of Letters)

Speaker: Fumiko Kobayashi (Cross Appointee, Hosei
University Research Center for International
Japanese Studies; Professor, Faculty of Letters)

Speaker: Yo Hamada (Visiting Researcher, Hosei Univer-
sity Research Center for International Japanese
Studies; Associate Professor, Teikyo University
Faculty of Liberal Arts)

Speaker: Josef Kreiner (Visiting Researcher, Hosei Uni-
versity Research Center for International Japa-
nese Studies; Professor Emeritus, University of
Bonn)

Concluding Debate Chair: Shin Abiko (Cross Appointee,
Hosei University Research Center for Interna-
tional Japanese Studies; Professor, Faculty of
Letters)

Panel I: Confucianism and Japan-consciousness

We considered the role played by Confucianism,
from an East Asian perspective, as regards Japan. Yasu-
shi Oki (University of Tokyo) discussed the deep-rooted
influence of Confucianism in “The Study of Chinese Clas-
sics, Japanese Classics, and Sino-centric-Consciousness”.
Junzo Kawada (Kanagawa University), in ““Yamaga Soko”,
suggested that Yamaga Soko, who began as a Confucian
scholar, was seen as a symbol of loyalty and patriotism in
modern Japan. Masaharu Hishida (Hosei University) then
discussed how Confucianism has become a symbol of Chi-

nese nationalism within the Chinese Superpower, in “So-
cial Background of Chinese New Confucianist Thought”.
These presentations showed us that, up until the modern
age, Confucianism lingered in the distance in a Japanese
self-realization which mirrored China, but that today it is
beginning to fade.

Report by: Fumiko Kobayashi (Cross Appointee, Hosei
University Research Center for International Japa-
nese Studies; Professor, Faculty of Letters)

Panel II: Chinese Characters and Japan-consciousness

The belief that “Countries that use Chinese charac-
ters (Kanji) are civilised, while those that do not are inhu-
man” had hold during the Edo Period, yet Yanagita Kunio,
in the early Showa years, remarked in Kokugo no Shorai
(Future of Japanese) that the most important thing about
Japanese was its ease of use and understanding, based on
his “Survey of national rural living”. At the same time,
this provided the momentum for reevaluating the Chinese
characters that had entered into Japanese. In Japanese edu-
cation, the learning of Chinese characters is an obstacle
for those from the non-Chinese character sphere. On the
other hand, meaning can be understood just by looking
at Chinese characters, so that the value of this unique
method of expression, shared within the Chinese character
cultural sphere, is overwhelming. The Trilateral Coopera-
tion Secretariat is expected to announce the 808 Chinese
characters common to all, in autumn this year (2014). We
look forward to a re-recognition of Japan’s contribution in
refining the strength of Chinese characters as part of the
Japanese language.

Report by: Min Wang (Professor and Full-time Research-
er, Hosei University Research Center for Interna-
tional Japanese Studies)

Panel I1I: Rice, Rice Cultivation and Japan-consciousness

Panel 111, on the theme of “Rice, Rice Cultivation and
Japan-Consciousness”, consisted of three presentations.
They were Fumiko Kobayashi (Professor, Hosei Universi-
ty Faculty of Letters): “Rice-eating as an Urban Culture”,
Yo Hamada (Associate Professor, Teikyo University Fac-
ulty of Liberal Arts): “Multi-layered Religious Culture and
Liberation of Japan-Consciousness”, and Josef Kreiner
(Professor Emeritus, University of Bonn): “Is Japanese
Culture, as a Rice-growing Culture and Confucian Collec-
tivistic Society, a Mere Epigone of Chinese Civilization?”.
This panel was an attempt to explain Japanese society and
culture, as well as Japan-consciousness, including reli-
gious consciousness, using the Japanese staple of rice and
rice-paddy cultivation as a new perspective.

Report by: Tsutomu Hoshino (Cross Appointee, Hosei
University Research Center for International Japa-
nese Studies; Professor, Faculty of Letters)

Summary of the Concluding Debate

A concluding debate was held in order to supplement,
and to bring to a general conclusion, the fervent discus-
sions of the three panels. It took place during the hour al-
located at the end of the day’s program. All the panelists,
with the exception of Professor Oki who had to leave early,
rose to give their concluding remarks, and responded to
questions and comments from the floor. Several panelists
renewed their expressions of doubt as to whether Japan-
consciousness is to be found within historical traditions of
Japanese culture.

Report by: Abiko Shin (Cross Appointee, Hosei University
Research Center for International Japanese Studies;
Professor, Faculty of Letters)
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MEXT Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Studies; Professor, Faculty of Letters)

Project for Private Universities (2010-2014) Organisers: Shin Abiko (Hosei University); Thierry Hoquet
“Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based on Methods of (Professor, Jean Moulin University of Lyon I1I)
International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan-consciousness’ in the The international symposium, “Reception and Resis-
Past, Present and Future” tance: Life According to Western Science and Japan”, took
Research Approach 4 “Triangulation of ‘Japan-conscious- the approach of “life” as explained by Western science,
ness’: into the Future”. based on steps forward in scientific understanding of “life”

International Symposium 3}1d te(i}mical il(lilpéovelzllehnt. Ittexaminfzid ttheéls.sues of ho}\;v
. . LT 8 . apan” responded, and how it responds to this approach,
Receptlon anc! Resistance: Life Accor dlng from many viewpoints including the history of thought,
to Western Science and Japan scientific history, psychoanalysis, and theory of technol-
ogy. Here, a total of nine researchers from Japan, France
and Canada gave presentations divided into three different
sections: 1) The Japanese mentality and “life”, 2) Modern
Japanese society and “life”, and 3) Japanese philosophical
theory of technology. The nine presentations were fol-
lowed by poignant debate between speakers and partici-
pants. It became clear that when Western science’s presen-
tation of “life” was introduced to Japan, it was understood
under its own terms. Also, there are viewpoints included
in Japanese scientific debate on “life” that are omitted
from the Western debate. Furthermore, Japan’s unique
thinking on “life” is not confined to Japan, but shows signs
of spreading worldwide. In this way, the symposium has
been true to the research theme of “Re-examining ‘Japan-
it consciousness’ based on Methods of International Japa-
sity) nese Studies: ‘Japan-consciousness’ in the Past, Present

Masaru Yoneyama (Professor, Graduate School . : . . Cqipar o
. . . . and Future”; in particular it has handled “life” in “Japan-

of Information Science, Nagoya University) . » : f
S consciousness” in the past and present, and has anticipated
Tatsuya H}gakl (Professor,.Grac.luate School of directions for the future. The content of the presentations

Human Sciences, Osaka University) . . .

heard at the symposium will now be written up, and hope-

Thierry Hoquet (Professor, Jean Moulin Univer- - . .
sity of Lyon I1I [France]) fully published in a collection of papers for 2014.

Date: Thursday, 12 June 2014, 12:50-20:30

Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade
Tower 25F Seminar Room of the Research Insti-
tute for Innovation Management

Chair:  Shin Abiko (Cross Appointee, Hosei Univer-
sity Research Center for International Japanese

Speakers: Alain Rocher (Professor, Ecole Pratique des
Hautes Etudes [France])
Paul Dumouchel (Professor, Graduate School of
Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan
University)
Dominique Lestel (Associate Professor, Ecole
Normale Supérieure [France]; Guest Researcher,
University of Tokyo)
Taizo Kijima (Part-time Lecturer, Faculty of
Letters, Hosei University)
Osamu Kanamori (Professor, Graduate School
of Education, University of Tokyo)
Yasuhiko Murakami (Associate Professor, Grad-
uate School of Human Sciences, Osaka Univer-

Report by: Shin Abiko (Cross Appointee, Hosei University
Research Center for International Japanese Studies;
Professor, Faculty of Letters); Yusuke Suzumura
(Visiting Academic Researcher, Hosei University
Research Center for International Japanese Studies)

1
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MEXT Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) had towards Japan and the Japanese people seen in the

Project for Private Universities (2010-2014) eyes of document makers and scribes of the Korean Emis-
“Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based on Methods of sary of 1764, the last mission to gain entry to Edo?
International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan-consciousness’ in the I focused on a picture scroll called “Kenka gashuzu
Past, Present and Future” (Ilustrations from an important meeting at Kenkado)”,
Research Approach 1 “Changes in ‘Japan-consciousness’: and considered the sequence in the process of production
from Ancient to Early Modern Eras” of this scroll during the 1764 mission, comparing records
Ist Research Meeting made by scholars from both countries. Also, through the
. . . friendly exchange between the Korean document makers
Japan—conscmusn?ss from the Vlewpomt and scribes, and the Kenkado group of Osaka, we saw
of the Korean Emlssary of 1764 the process by which the seeds were sown for mutual un-

derstanding and awareness of common origins that tran-
scended country, role and position.

Finally, I considered how that Japan-consciousness,
had by the 1764 document makers and scribes who crossed
the sea, influenced Korean scholars of practical sciences,
and caused a reevaluation of their own understanding of
Japan. In my presentation I shed new light on elements
overlooked in previous analyses.

Speaker: Gyeongjin Jeong (Doctoral Course, Internation-
al Japanese Studies Institute, Hosei University
Graduate School of Humanities)

Date: Thursday, 26 June 2014, 18:30-20:30

Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus ’58 Building
2F Research Center for International Japanese
Studies Seminar Room

Chair:  Fumiko Kobayashi (Cross Appointee, Hosei
University Research Center for International

Japanese Studies; Professor, Faculty of Letters) Report by: Gyeongjin Jeong (Doctoral Course, Interna-

tional Japanese Studies Institute, Hosei University
Korean emissaries visited Japan on 12 occasions over Graduate School of Humanities)
a period of 200 years. What was the “Japan-consciousness”
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MEXT Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) sciousness” through gender. Tadano Makuzu lived during

Project for Private Universities (2010-2014) the late Edo Period, and is known as a woman of unique
“Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based on Methods of thought. On one hand she saw the influence of Christianity
International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan-consciousness’ in the upon the easily impressionable populace as a great threat,
Past, Present and Future” but she also envisaged the ideal state model in the system
Research Approach 1 “Changes in ‘Japan-consciousness’: of a religious leader controlling the people. Although some
from Ancient to Early Modern Eras” of her thought agrees with the work and line of contem-
2nd Research Meeting porary scholars such as Aizawa Seishisai, there are no

signs of a direct link. And yet, in this era of successively
Tad?n.o Makuzu and Her Thoughts on arriving foreign ships, her identifying of the mass view
Chl’lStlanlty and Christianity as symbols of that external pressure, and
theorizing on its elimination, shows great commonality
with their thought.

Makuzu herself, upon a background of the typical
woman given no formal opportunity to study the Chinese
classics, was able to use reverse thinking to see the pos-
sibilities in pure Japanese thought. These insights have
provided us with an important viewpoint for future inves-
tigation of the relationship between femininity and “Japan-

Speaker: Bettina Gramlich-Oka (Associate Professor,
Faculty of Liberal Arts, Sophia University)

Date: Friday, 26 September 2014, 18:30-20:30

Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade
Tower 25F Conference Room B

Chair:  Fumiko Kobayashi (Cross Appointee, Hosei
University Research Center for International
Japanese Studies; Professor, Faculty of Letters)

consciousness”.
The second research meeting of the year heard
“Tadano Makuzu and Her Thoughts on Christianity”, Report by: Fumiko Kobayashi (Cross Appointee, Hosei
from Dr. Bettina Gramlich-Oka, as the first of a series of University Research Center for International Japa-
research meetings considering differences in “Japan-con- nese Studies; Professor, Faculty of Letters)
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MEXT Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) had reservations about the “feminine” nature of traditional

Project for Private Universities (2010-2014) literature in Japanese (Wabungaku), and afforded it a neg-
“Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based on Methods of ative affirmation. This turned to a positive affirmation in
International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan-consciousness’ in the the Taisho Period. Since Heian women’s diaries had found
Past, Present and Future” their place in world literature through the terms “self-re-
Research Approach 1 “Changes in ‘Japan-consciousness’: flective literature” and “diary literature”, they also worked
from Ancient to Early Modern Eras” their way into the canon of Japanese literature. However,
3rd Research Meeting women’s education on both levels: secondary education

e TS (junior and senior high school) and higher education
Femlnlnlty and Research of Japanese (women’s training college) taught the importance of the
Letters Taisho-period sense of self and independent nature, so that
classical women’s literature did not play a role. Instead, it
was utilized in the publication media, a good example be-
ing Murasaki (founded in 1934) which aimed to provide a
general women’s journal to transcend Japanese literature
(Kokubungaku) research journals. To explain the relation-
ship of Japanese literature and femininity, serious investi-
gative work is necessary without preconceptions, enabling
a widening of the scope of consideration, from history of
research to history of thought and history of culture.

Speaker: Masaaki Kinugasa (Cross Appointee, Hosei
University Research Center for International
Japanese Studies; Professor, Faculty of Intercul-
tural Communication)

Date: Friday, 24 October 2014, 18:30-20:30

Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus, *58 Building
2F Research Center for International Japanese
Studies Seminar Room

Chair:  Fumiko Kobayashi (Cross Appointee, Hosei
University Research Center for International

Japanese Studies; Professor, Faculty of Letters) Report by: Masaaki Kinugasa (Cross Appointee, Hosei

University Research Center for International Japa-
Today we often link “femininity” to the research of nese Studies; Professor, Faculty of Intercultural

Japanese literature (Kokubungaku), but is this appropriate? Communication)

From the mid Meiji Period, male Kokubungaku scholars
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MEXT Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) ers in these two fields: Tsuboi Shogoro, Tsuboi Hirofumi,
Project for Private Universities (2010-2014) and Miyata Noboru. On 3rd October, Akitoshi Shimizu
“Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based on Methods of and Nobuhide Kawamura gave presentations on the theme
International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan-consciousness’ in the of “The Achievements of Tsuboi Shogoro”, and on 4th Oc-
Past, Present and Future” tober, Ajio Fukuda, on the theme of “The Achievements of
Research Approach 2 “Establishment of Modern ‘Japan- Tsuboi Hirofumi and Miyata Noboru”, after which Josef
consciousness’: Issues of Japanese Folklore Studies and Eth- Kreiner gave a keynote speech, “Establishment of Modern
nology” ‘Japan-consciousness’: Issues of Japanese Folklore Stud-
Research Meeting of 2014 ies and Ethnology”. These showed, in practical terms, the

. s . roles Tsuboi Shogoro, Tsuboi Hirofumi and Miyata Nobo-
Examlnlng the Paradlgm of Folklore ru played in developing and determining folklore studies

Studies and EthllOlOgy and ethnology, and also the process that secured positions

Date: Friday, 3 October — Saturday, 4 October 2014 for folklore studies and ethnology in the Japanese academ-

A : . s ic sphere. The research meeting on this occasion provided
Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus *58 Building phere. & prov
. an overview of the research conducted over the past four
2F Research Center for International Japanese

. . years. And, through a dedicated debate, participants deep-
. Studies ngmar qum S ened their understanding of the research results and future
Chair:  Josef Kreiner (Visiting Researcher, Hosei Uni-

! . visions.
versity Research Center for International Japa-

nese Studies; Professor Emeritus, University of Report overseen by: Josef Kreiner (Visiting Researcher,

Bonn) Hosei University Research Center for International

This research meeting, as a conclusion of the research Japanese Studies); report written by: Yusuke Suzu-

results of the years 2010-2013, examined the paradigm in mura (Visiting Academic Researcher, Hosei Univer-

Japanese folklore studies and ethnology. For this purpose, sity Research Center for International Japanese Stud-
presentations and debates were held on the ground-break- ies)
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MEXT Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) [the name given it under ancient Chinese rule] remained

Project for Private Universities (2010-2014) widely used.

“Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based on Methods of In its long history of exchange with Japan, Korea has
International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan-consciousness’ in the never succeeded in understanding Japan in either an ob-
Past, Present and Future” jective or subjective way. Because Koreans judged Japan
Research Approach 3 “Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’: in within the framework of “Sojunghwa” thought (“Petit Si-
East Asia” no-centricism”), there was always a decisive gap between

the real Japan and the perceived Japan. Korean intellectu-
als took pride in “Sojunghwa”, and never sought to learn
in a positive way from Japan.

1st East Asian Culture Research Meeting
Changes in View of Japan in Korea

Speaker: Hyunseop Seo (Former Specially Appointed Although Korea-Japan relations reveal a long period
Professor, Department of International Relations of contemptuous name-calling: “Bankoku (barbarian
and Cross-cultural Communication, Faculty of kingdom)” and “Wakoku” respectively, we can say that
Global Communications Nagasaki Prefectural both have developed looking forward. They share the prin-
University) ciples of democracy and human rights etc., and we now

Date: Wednesday, 23 April 2014, 18:30-20:30 see an era of increasingly settled mutual exchange through

Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade the so-called “Nichiryu (Japanese Wave)” and “Kanryu
Tower 25F Conference Room B (Korean Wave)”.

Chair:  Min Wang (Professor and Full-time Researcher, In order for the two countries to build a future-orient-
Hosei University Research Center for Interna- ed relationship, we need committed efforts to change the
tional Japanese Studies) attitudes towards each other from “Disregard”, “Distrust”

, . . and “Dislike”, to “Regard”, “Trust” and “Like”.
Korean people’s consciousness of Japan comes with

mixed feelings of syperiority and inferior‘ity. The twelfth- Report by: Hyunseop Seo (Former Specially Appointed
centl‘l‘ry Korean History of the Three Kingdoms records Professor, Department of International Relations and
that “In the year 670, Wakoku changed its name to Ni- Cross-cultural Communication, Nagasaki Prefectural
honkoku (Kingdom of Japan)”, yet in Korea, “Wakoku” University)
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MEXT Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) was Okawa Shumei. Nihon kaizo hoan taiko (A general

Project for Private Universities (2010-2014) outline for the reorganization of Japan) was written by
“Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based on Methods of Kita Ikki, and advocated national equality through coups
International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan-consciousness’ in the d'etat, and the liberation of Asia. The young officer, Kita’s
Past, Present and Future” affiliation with the movement began in the era of Wash-
Research Approach 3 “Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’: in ington Disarmament. Okawa belonged to the field grade.
East Asia” Okawa was caught making repeated coup attempts. Kita,
2nd East Asian Culture Research Meeting who had formed ties with young officers, was implicated
. in the February 26th [1936] Incident.
The Sh.ow.a Restoration Movement and In 1938, the Konoe Cabinet condemned imperialism,
Pan-Asianism and made an announcement emphasizing solidarity with

Asia. Pan-Asianism was included in Japanese national
policy for the first time. The move stemmed from the
generalization of this thinking. It provoked America, led
to the scrapping of the Japan-U.S. Treaty of Commerce
and Navigation, and became one cause of the American-
Japanese War. It was used to form the “Greater East Asia
Co-prosperity Sphere” by Foreign Minister Matsuoka
Yosuke, and achieved important changes towards Japanese

Speaker: Kiyotada Tsutsui (Professor, Faculty of Liberal
Arts Division of Japanese Cultures, Teikyo Uni-
versity)

Date: Wednesday, 28 May 2014, 18:30-20:30

Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade
Tower 25F Conference Room B

Chair:  Min Wang (Professor and Full-time Researcher,
Hosei University Research Center for Interna-

. ; hegemony.
tional Japanese Studies) y We )éould say that these two individuals stood for
The Showa Restoration Movement originated in the constant ambiguity.
Yuzonsha group founded in 1919. Its central figure, Mit-
sukawa Kametaro combined Pan-Asianism and socialism. Report by: Kiyotada Tsutsui (Professor, Faculty of Liberal
The lead supporter of the Indian Independence Movement Arts Division of Japanese Cultures, Teikyo University)
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MEXT Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) eral. In worldwide opinion polls carried out by the UK’s

Project for Private Universities (2010-2014) BBC, it has most recently been voted top of “countries
“Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based on Methods of with a good influence upon the world”. However, 80-90%
International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan-consciousness’ in the of respondents in China and Korea regard Japan as nega-
Past, Present and Future” tive. The American people’s image of Japan is extremely
Research Approach 3 “Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’ in good. Recently, 80-90% answered that the Japan-U.S. Se-
East Asia” curity Treaty is “important”. Yet last year this figure sud-
3rd East Asian Culture Research Meeting denly fell to 70%: probably from a desire for non-involve-
Changes in World View of Japan: ment in the Japan-China dispute of the Senkaku Islands. In
. g . w pan: search of the background to foreign images of Japan that
Dlalogue with Intellectuals of the U.S., cannot be understood from opinion polls, I spent seven
Europe and Asia years carrying out interviews with 81 politicians and aca-
demics. Not all their content could be touched upon; how-
Speaker: Hirotsugu Aida (Senior Columnist, Kyodo ever, I discovered that political leaders who brought about
News) post-war Asian development, like former Korean President
Date: ~ Wednesday, 25 June 2014, 18:30-20:30 Kim Dae Jung, hold quite pleasing images of Japan. What
Venue:  Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade was interesting in my conversations with American schol-
Tower 25F Conference Room B ars of Japan (John Dower etc.) was hearing about the par-

Chair:  Min Wang (Professor and Full-time Researcher, allels with America seen in Japanese modernization.

Hosei University Research Center for Interna-
tional Japanese Studies) Report by: Hirotsugu Aida (Senior Columnist, Kyodo
Japan has a fairly good international image in gen- News)
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MEXT Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) with departments connected with Japanese, and 18 univer-
Project for Private Universities (2010-2014) sities provide a Master’s course. Only Soochow University
“Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based on Methods of had a Doctoral course, but the Japan Studies Department
International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan-consciousness’ in the of the International Graduate School at Chengchi Univer-
Past, Present and Future” sity plans to implement a Doctoral course from September
Research Approach 3 “Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’ in this year (2014).

East Asia” Up till now, the sphere of Japanese language educa-
4th East Asian Culture Research Meeting tion in Taiwan has mainly brought up students on litera-

ture, with few students entering into history and culture

Changes n Japanese Studies in Taiwan etc., and even less in the fields of politics, diplomacy and

Speaker: Naiming Yu (Professor, Department of Japanese, ecox.lomics. However, to accompany changes. in the social
College of Foreign Languages and Literature, environment, Chengchi University created its Center for
National Chengchi University [Taiwan]) Modern Japan Studies in 2009, and since then, 10 more
Date: Monday, 28 July 2014, 18:30-20:30 such Centers have come into being, including one at Tai-
Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade wan University. )
Tower 25F Conference Room B Today, through demand for learning and research that
Chair:  Min Wang (Professor and Full-time Researcher, transcends departments, it is possible for Japanese Depart-
Hosei University Research Center for Interna- ment students to obtain units from other departments, and
tional Japanese Studies) thus to take a double major, or sub-specialization. The area

of Japanese Studies will become increasingly diverse, and

Taiwan used to have just four universities with Japa- indeed flourish in this way.

nese language departments. Among the National Universi-
ties, Chengchi University was the first to establish Japa-
nese in its Eastern Language and Literature Department
in 1989. This opened a new road in the history of Japanese
education. Today in Taiwan, 46 universities are equipped

Report by: Naiming Yu (Professor, Department of Japa-
nese, College of Foreign Languages and Literature,
National Chengchi University [Taiwan])
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MEXT Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) At present we have the Peking University Center for Japa-
Project for Private Universities (2010-2014) nese Studies conducting academic research, the Center for
“Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based on Methods of Modern Japanese Studies which aims to nurture young
International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan-consciousness’ in the researchers in the social sciences, and the Japanese Lan-
Past, Present and Future” guage and Culture Department centering on Japanese lan-
Research Approach 3 “Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’: in guage education and humanities research. Thanks to these
East Asia” three organizations, scholars of different specializations
5th East Asian Culture Research Meeting advance forward in more diverse and multi-dimensional

. s s . research on Japan. Over these 25 years, the Peking Uni-
Changes In Japanese. Stll(.iles in China: versity Press has published around 400 volumes of works
the Case of Peklng UIllVCl'Slty related to Japan, including the results of research on mass
culture, NPO and disaster relief. Furthermore, a new MTI
(Masters in Translation and Interpreting) course has been
implemented, as a Graduate School career course, in or-
der to produce high quality human resources in Japanese.
Some finalists have used their high linguistic ability to
turn to research. In this way, Peking University contin-
ues to develop as the hub for Japanese studies in China,
constantly changing with the flow of the age, but whilst
guarding its traditions.

Speaker: Jianjun Sun (Associate Professor, School of For-
eign Languages, Peking University)

Date: Wednesday, 6 August 2014, 18:30-20:30

Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus ’58 Building
2F Research Center for International Japanese
Studies Seminar Room

Chair:  Min Wang (Professor and Full-time Researcher,
Hosei University Research Center for Interna-
tional Japanese Studies)

From pre-war, Peking University has contributed to Report by: Jianjun Sun (Associate Professor, School of
developments in Japanese studies in China in the tradi- Foreign Languages, Peking University)
tional research of Japanese language, culture and history.
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MEXT Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) 1) Its editing policy states it shall “not raise issues”, “not
Project for Private Universities (2010-2014) copy Japanese magazines, but write about modest things
“Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based on Methods of unnoticed even by the Japanese”, and “closely pursue
International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan-consciousness’ in the the idea of ‘receiving from people’ of Japanese cultural
Past, Present and Future” standing”. 2) There was no magazine in China special-
Research Approach 3 “Present-day ‘Japan-consciousness’ in izing in Japanese culture. 3) There was a high demand
East Asia” from Chinese youth for information relating to Japanese
6th East Asian Culture Research Meeting Clllllture‘é) 1etc. Afn “introduﬁtiot} to Japanese c;lture” was,
% 9 = . then, able to form a marketplace, so even if It is Japan

Spread.of Knowledge in Chinese had never been produced, it ?s highly likely that a simpilar
Youth’s View of the Japanese magazine would have appeared and drawn that readership.

At present, there are many young people in China who are
greatly interested in Japanese culture, yet there are few
youngsters in Japan interested in modern Chinese culture.
For this reason, no market exists for creating a magazine
like It Is Japan that informs on modern Chinese culture.
However, the difference between the Chinese youth that
“wants to know about Japan”, and the Japanese youth that
is “not interested in China” will, in five or ten years’ time,
bring about the result of “people in China knowing about
Japan”, and “people in Japan not knowing about China”.

Speaker: Danging Mao (Professor, Department of Urban
Environment and Tourism, Faculty of Econom-
ics Kobe International University)

Date: Wednesday, 22 October 2014, 18:30-20:30

Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus Boissonade
Tower 25F Conference Room B

Chair:  Min Wang (Professor and Full-time Researcher,
Hosei University Research Center for Interna-
tional Japanese Studies)

The magazine Zhi JP. (It Is Japan)’s inaugural issue This suggests the possibility of a disparity in strength and
appeared in China in 2011 with Danqing Mao as editor in knowledge emerging between the two countries.
chief. It started from the support of the Chinese youth, and
introduces the meaning and significance of young people Report by: Danqing Mao (Professor, Department of Urban
with an interest in, and concern for, Japanese culture, Environment and Tourism, Faculty of Economics
amidst the relentless “anti-Japanese” sentiment of China Kobe International University)

today. It Is Japan is popular for the following reasons.
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MEXT Strategic Research Base Development (Grant-aided) Arts, Paris, and her theme was “Hybridisation and Modu-

Project for Private Universities (2010-2014) lation in Tokyo Sonata by Kiyoshi Kurosawa”. The pre-
“Re-examining ‘Japan-consciousness’ based on Methods of sentation and question and answer session was conducted
International Japanese Studies: ‘Japan-consciousness’ in the in French, with HIJAS researcher and Hosei University
Past, Present and Future” Faculty of Literature Professor, Shin Abiko, as Chair, and
Research Approach 4 “Triangulation of ‘Japan-conscious- Hosei University Faculty of Intercultural Communication,
ness’: into the Future”. Department of Intercultural Communication Professor,
1st Study Meeting Tami? Ohkamura, as ipterp}fete;r. Jermi analvsed Ki

o 3 . . . n her presentation, Protessor Zernik analyse 1yo-
Hybrldlsathn an.d Modulation in Tokyo shi Kurosawa’s film, Tokyo Sonata (2008), based on the
Sonata by Kly0Shl Kurosawa notion of “revivre (to be reborn, relive)” of the French phi-
Date: Thursday, 25 September 2014, 18:30-20:30 losopher, Frédéric Worms. Also, Tokyo Sonata is generally

understood as a “story of renewing family ties”, yet Pro-
fessor Zernik revealed a hidden composition, and was able
to give the work a new interpretation. Professor Zernik’s
presentation on this occasion was, on one level, a philo-
sophical take on the film, while on another level, it was an
attempt to depict a certain aspect universal to films that
are based on ordinary Japanese family life. The presenta-
tion was thus considered a deeply significant attempt to
enrich the methodology of international Japanese studies.

Venue: Hosei University Ichigaya Campus, *58 Build-
ing 2F Research Center for International Japa-
nese Studies Seminar Room

Lecturer: Clélia Zernik (Professor, National School of
Fine Arts, Paris)

Interpreter: Tamio Okamura (Professor, Faculty of Inter-
cultural Communication, Department of In-
tercultural Communication, Hosei University)

Chair: Shin Abiko (Cross Appointee, Hosei Universi-
ty Research Center for International Japanese

X R tY k isiti A ic Re-
Studies; Professor, Faculty of Letters) eport by: Yusuke Suzumura (Visiting Academic Re

searcher, Hosei University Research Center for Inter-
Our lecturer for this study meeting was Clélia national Japanese Studies)
Zernik, who is Professor of the National School of Fine
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