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The Project 7nz7t

In 2010, a Japanese-government grant for Japanese Studies Based on
International Cooperation was awarded to a project proposed by Hosei
University, Tokyo, in partnership with the Department of Japanese
Studies, Institute of Asian and Oriental Studies, of the University of Zurich.
The project, entitled “Research and Evaluation of Japanese Buddhist
Art in European Museums,” facilitated collaborative research on 98
collections in 24 countries from the Republic of Ireland to Israel, across
the European continent and beyond. Its results are being made public
in the digital archive “Japanese Buddhist Art in European Collections”
(JBAE). A symposium held in June 2012 brought together curators and
academics from throughout Europe to discuss the current state of Japanese
Buddhist materials from the perspectives of art history, history, ethnology,
philology and philosophy. The results of this symposium were published
in 2013 as Japanese Collections in European Museums 1V.

The project continues the long-term research on Japanese collections
in European museums by Josef KREINER, then of Bonn University, as
funded by the Toyota Foundation and published in 2005 as Japanese
Collections in European Museums 1 and II. These volumes constitute the
widest available overview of the field up to now. Volume III of the series
is scheduled for publication in 2014.

The present project is being undertaken with the close cooperation of
researchers at the Tokyo, Kyoto, and Nara National Museums, and
the National Museum of Japanese History. Our team of European and
Japanese scholars is able to bring the perspectives of Western scholarship
into the project, while also considering Japanese concerns for their
heritage. It is thus an evolving project with roots in both Japan and
Europe. We aim to work closely with other projects and networks in
both regions. The Research Center for International Japanese Studies
has recently established a new award, the Josef Kreiner Grant for
International Japanese Studies, for students utilizing the JBAE database
in their research.

Ryokai mandara Taizokai (detail), Inv.-No. 19439, Wilfried Spinner Collection,
Ethnographic Museum at the University of Zurich, Digitalisation: Gubler Laboratory Ltd.
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