The Project

The project “Japanese Buddhist Art in European Museums:
Digitalisation and Research“(JBAE) aims to comprehensively survey,
collect and archive data on Japanese religious objects with a focus on
Buddhism in European museum collections. By publishing relevant
information in an open-access database, it seeks to provide a solid
basis for further research, to facilitate the design of new exhibitions,
and to promote the distribution of knowledge concerning Japanese
religious culture and art. As part of its activity it also supports
museums in the reassessment of their collections.

History

JBAE grew out of long-term research by Josef Kreiner
pertaining to collections of Japanese objects in Europe. In
2010, a team at HIJAS, lead by J. Kreiner, secured a Japanese
government grant for Japanese studies based on international
cooperation in partnership with Raji C. Steineck, chair of
the Department of Japanese Studies of the IAOS, University
of Zurich. A symposium held in June 2012 brought together
curators and academics from across Europe to discuss the current
state of knowledge on Japanese Buddhist materials in European
museums. The results were published in 2013, the same year
the JBAE database went online. More than 100 museums all
over Europe have been approached so far, with successful
collaboration adding more than 4000 objects to the database, and
offering in-depth research or reassessment of individual objects
or entire collections. Tomoe Steineck acted as main curator
of the project and academic contact for the museums between
2010 and 2014, providing assessment of the pertinent holdings

T ey ;
mxﬁlﬁ‘ﬂ fﬁ“‘m._._

]
~x o

and conducting numerous in-depth surveys on site as well as
coordinating contacts with Japanese researchers for further
studies of objects of special interest. As of 2017, the JBAE
database documents 4000 objects and is continuously growing.
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Ryokai mandara Taizokai (detail). Inv.-No. 19439, Wilfried Spinner Collection,
Ethnographic Museum at the University of Zurich. Digitalisation: Gubler Laboratory Ltd.

International Collaboration

JBAE operates in close cooperation with other researchers

at several Japanese institutions, such as Hirosaki and
Keid universities, as well as Tokyo and Kyiishii National
Museums. Our team of European and Japanese academics
brings the traditions of Japanese scholarship and the
research perspectives of Western scholarship to the
project. Furthermore, it pays close attention to the needs
of European museums. It is a continually evolving project
that is also building bridges with other projects and
networks in both regions.
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Research Activities and Results

JBAE has so far conducted numerous on-site surveys at
European museums to document their holdings. In many
instances, this has shed new light on extant holdings and
stimulated new exhibitions. One notable example is the
discovery of the Spinner Collection of religious icons from
the Edo and Meiji periods at the Ethnographic Museum
at the University of Zurich, which culminated in a special
exhibition in 2014, guest curated by Tomoe Steineck. The
Japanese media have also highlighted the re-discovery of
ancient gigaku masks at the Five Continents’ Museum in
Munich. The Musée d'ethnographie de Genéve employed
the database in planning the exhibition “Le bouddhisme de
Madame Butterfly. Le japonisme bouddhique” (2015). It
was accompanied by an international symposium organised
by the University of Zurich on “Buddhist Japonisme,” which
discussed the outlook of late 19th and early 20th century
European collectors of Japanese Buddhist art. In the same
year, HIJAS held a symposium on ofuda paper charms,
bringing together European and Japanese experts in the

field. Research connected to JBAE has also been presented
at prestigious international conferences, such as the EAJS
(European Association for Japanese Studies) conferences in
Ljubljana, Slovenia, in 2014, and Lisbon, Portugal, in 2017,
as well as at other events in Europe and Japan.
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